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Since the 1960s, the total federal tax rate has fallen for low earners, risen for relatively high earners 
and fallen significantly for very high earners. 
 
 
 

Tax Rates by Income Group 

 
Source: Thomas Piketty and Emmanuel Saez 
Numbers include income taxes, capital-gains taxes, payroll taxes, estate taxes, 
gift taxes and corporate taxes (which are effectively paid by stockholders). 2004 
tax rates are based on 2004 tax law applied to 2000 income adjusted for income 
growth. 

 
 


